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If, however, the Government promised to withdraw the £3 tax,
we were willing to return. But the Government was in no mood to
consider this notice. It was misled by its informants who as-
sured it that the strikers would soon be exhausted. The Govern*
ment had a notice printed in all languages and distributed among
the strikers.
At last the time came for us to proceed beyond Charles-
town, On November 6, a party of 3,000 left at day-break. The
procession was more than a mile long. Mr. Kallenbach and I
were at the rear. The procession reached the border where a police
party stood in readiness. When the two of us reached the spot,
we had a talk with the police. They refused to arrest us and the
procession went on in a disciplined and peaceful manner through
Volksrust. On reaching Standerton Road outside the town, we
halted and had some refreshments. It had been arranged that
women should not join in this march, but later it became impossi-
ble to check the tide of enthusiasm and a few women managed to
accompany the procession. However, some women and children
still remained behind in Charlestown. After crossing the border
at Volksrust, Mr. Kallenbach was sent back to look after them.
On the following day, the police arrested me near Palmford.
I was charged with having brought unauthorized persons into the
Transvaal. There was no warrant for the arrest of anyone else*
Therefore, on reaching Volksrust, I sent the following telegram1
to the Government.
The procession went ahead. I was produced before the magis-
trate at Volksrust, I did not, of course, wish to defend myself. But
as some arrangements had yet to be made regarding those who hid
gone beyond Palmford and those left behind at Charlestown, I
asked for time. The Government pleader objected, but the magis*
trate pointed out that bail could be refused only in a case of
murder. He then asked me to famish a bail of £50 and gave me
time for a week. The amount was immediately paid by a mer-
chant in Volksrust As soon as I was released, I went straight to
the marchers. Their enthusiasm wts doubled. Meanwhile, %
wire came from Pretoria to say that the Government had no inten-
tion of arresting the Indians who were with me. Only the leaden
were to be arrested. This did not mean that all the rest would be
allowed to go free. But the Government had no desire to make
* This is not reproduced hoc. For the tact, ** "Tekgrmm to Minister of
Interior", p. 260*

